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CARLEEN THOMAS, Lockleys 

 

"Our property 

fence was next 

to Kidman Park 

Stud, I wanted 

this horse so 

dad bought it 

for me. Just 

about every day 

I’d ride my horse 

Kim up Henley 

Beach Road." 

 

1938 2022 

Carleen and Rosemary with boyfriend 
Robert Guerin (the Lockleys school 

headmasters’ son), circa 1944 

Carleen’s family, the Collins’, 

were market gardeners in the 

Lockleys/St James Park 

(Kidman Park) area.  
 

She learned to drive a truck by 

the age of 10, experienced life 

during World War 2, and 

watched the West Torrens 

area and environment change 

and develop.  
 

From Market Gardens to 

Orphanages in China, Carleen 

has shared stories of her life 

and given an insight into life in 

West Torrens, during and after 

the Second World War to her 

life now. 
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Collins family (Paternal side) 

 

 

 

Carleen’s grandfather Ernest John Collins was 

born at Cox’s Creek on 13 August 1871. 

 

He married Florence May Sutton on 29 May 

1895 in Norton Summit.  

 

 

 

 

Florence was born 29 December 1873 to Ralph 

Collins Sutton 1849-1927 and Ellen Barnett 

1851-1938, who had married in 1870. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
Florence May Sutton Ernest John Collins 
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Children of Ernest and Florence Collins 

• Leslie Thomas Ralph Collins (19 Mar 1896 - 29 Dec 1916)  

died Somme France, World War 1 

• Ernest William Collins (8 Feb 1898 - 1 Jan 1914)  

died age 15 

• Ethel Gladys Collins (7 Nov 1899 - 21 Feb 1984) 

1. married Methodist Church, Lockleys, 4 May 1921,  

   Laurence Stanley Palmer Phillips (10 Apr 1899 – 24 Mar 1949) 

  1939 lived in Kent Terrace, Lockleys 

2. married Mile End, 20 Dec 1952, Archibald Horace Melville 

• Emma Elizabeth Collins (28 Apr 1901 - 29 January 1974) 

married 17 Jan 1922, Frederick Louis Klar (1892-1960)  

lived Seaton Park 

• Florence Edith Collins (13 Oct 1902 - 2 Mar 1940) 

married 18 Sep 1926, Lockleys, Reginald Mortimer (c1900 -1976)  

• Alfred Stanley Collins (10 Jan 1904 - 3 Aug 1984) 

married 15 Jan 1927, Lockleys Baptist, Roma Doreen Stephens 

(21 Jan 1906 - 28 Aug 1968)  

Son, Don Collins, West Torrens basketball player, 1951 & 52 Woollacott Medal 

1943 lived Main Street, Lockleys 

• Hurtle Sutton Collins (18 Mar 1906 - 7 Jul 1976) 

married 20 Apr 1929, Lockleys Baptist, Edna Mavis Victoria Stanford ALCM (30 Aug 1906 - 23 

Jan 1998) [of Edwin Stanford and Elizabeth (Ingham)] 

brother Kenneth Edwin, Rosedale, 325 Henley Beach Road, Meldreth (Brooklyn) Park   

Children – Ted, Ray, Ken and Peter 

1943 lived 38 Malurus Avenue, Lockleys, with Edna Olive Collins 

• Beatrice Ellen Collins (23 Sep 1907 – 14 Feb 1988)  

married Lockleys, 14 March 1931, Norman Alwyn Probert (15 April 1909 – 17 November 1985)  

Children, Alwyn, Trevor, Darryl and Rodney 

lived Mount Gambier area 

• Laurie Lavis Collins (14 Mar 1910 - 5 Oct 1977) married 18 March 1933, Adelaide  

Clarissa Mavis Jean Cassidy (12 Mar 1913 - 7 Jun 1996) 

Children – Carleen and Rosemary 

• Roy Frederick Collins (30 May 1914 - 13 October 1987)  

married 23 Jul 1938 Henley Beach, Jeanette Dorothy Tume, Henley Beach (1918 - 20 Oct 2005) 

Children – Ian, Marilyn, Susanne 

1939 lived 43 Tapley’s Hill Road, Seaton Park 

1943 lived 34 North Street Henley Beach 

 

Advertiser, 26 January 1917, page 9 
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Some of the children married, 

stayed in the area, and 

continued to carry on market 

gardening businesses.  

 

Their 7th child, Carleen’s Uncle 

Hurtle married Edna Stanford.  

 

The Stanford’s were also a 

prominent gardening family of 

the Fulham and Lockleys area. 

 

 

Edna Stanford’s family home was 327 Henley Beach Road, Brooklyn Park, Carleen remembers it 

was a beautiful house. She also recalls that Hurtle and Edna lived in a large house at 38 Malurus 

Avenue, Lockleys. 

 

After Florence died 30 December 1939, Ernest went to live, three 

months at a time, with his sons and one of the daughters. Ernest died 30 

June 1947. 

Laurie Lavis Collins (Carleen’s father) 

Carleen’s father Laurie Lavis Collins was born 14 March 1910 at Ashton.  

He was the 9th of Ernest and Florence Collins children. 

 

After school, Laurie worked at the family market garden. 

 

38 Malurus Avenue, 2005 [www.propertyvalue.com.au] 

Mail 20 April 1929, p5 

Edna and Hurtle Collins 
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Cassidy family (Maternal side) 

Clarissa’s parents were Thomas Harold Drummond Cassidy (13 October 1890 – 2 December 

1950) and Elizabeth Alice (Dolly) Kennaway (1892 – 29 August 1964). 

 

 

For many years the family lived at 8 Durham 

Street in Henley Beach.  

 

Thomas was a Sideshow man where he ran a 

stand on the Esplanade at Henley Beach until 

1950 when he died suddenly. Dolly went to live 

with Laurie and Cliss at Fulham Gardens in 1962. 

She died in 1964. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mail, 2 December 1950, page 56 

Henley Beach foreshore 1935, [SLSA B26207]                         Henley Beach foreshore, 1924 [SLSA B2369] 

Nanna Cassidy with a young Carleen at her 
home in Henley Beach 
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Clarissa Mavis Jean Cassidy (Carleen’s mother) 

Clarissa Mavis Jean Cassidy (known as Cliss) was 

born 12 March 1913 in Adelaide. Cliss was an 

only child. 

 

 

Carleen recalls that Cliss was initially working at 

a tobacconist which was in Adelaide across the 

road from the central market.  Charles Tunney 

& Sons was at 36 Grote Street from 1910 to 

2004. 

 

  

Daily Herald, 4 April 1913 page 4 (name incorrect) 

Cliss (left) was working for a time as a Nurse 
Assistant at the Julia Farr Centre. 

Carleen, Dolly Cassidy and Cliss, 1933 
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Parents’ Marriage 

 

Laurie Collins and Cliss Cassidy were married at St Paul’s Church, Pultney Street, Adelaide on 18 

March 1933. 

  

Advertiser 24 March 1933 page14 
Cliss and Laurie on their 

honeymoon, Victor Harbor, 1933 
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Cliss on left, with Laurie's brother Alf and his wife Roma, and friends Dudley and Zella Rosewarne, 1940s 

Taken on the river at Victor Harbor. The Rosewarne’s lived in Brooklyn Park on Lewis Street.) 
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Children 

Carleen Ruth was born 8 December 1933 at the 

Memorial Hospital.  I was supposed to be the boy of 

the family to carry on the family name, but it didn't 

happen.  
 

Rosemary Jean was born 31 May 1944 at the Henley 

Private Hospital.  

 

Prior to becoming a journalist 

with Messenger newspapers, 

followed by six years as Personal 

Assistant to the Managing 

Director of Kinhill in Adelaide, 

then ten years in Melbourne as 

Personal Assistant to the 

Penguin Books CEO, Rosemary 

was a teacher at the Seaton Park 

Infant School.  

  

Advertiser, 4 June 1944, page 10 

Chronicle, 14 December 1933, page 39 

Cliss with Rosemary at Henley Beach, circa 1944 Carleen, baby sister Rosemary and Laurie, circa 1945 

Rosemary Circa 1945, with Grandpa Ernest     Rosemary Circa 1947 
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Rosemary and her husband John, who she married in 1964, now live in Brisbane. 

 

  

Carleen, John and Rosemary enjoying an 
outing to Eat Street in Brisbane 2018 

Jennifer Were (John's sister), John Gething, Carleen (matron of honour), Rodney Elliott (best man), 
John, Rosemary and flower girl Kathy (Carleen's daughter), 1964 
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Homes 

The family initially lived at 32 Elston Street, Lockleys (now Brooklyn Park). 

Around 1940 they moved to an old house, on an 8-acre property, across the river in Frogmore 

Road in St James Park, (changed to Kidman Park in the 1950s). The property became Laurie’s 

family market garden. 

 

War Service 

Laurie enlisted in Hindmarsh for WW2 service on 23 December 1941 in the Army Citizen Military 

Forces. His records show he was a Lance Corporal (Service Number S67573) with the 1st (SA) 

Battalion VDC (Volunteer Defence Corps).  

 

He was discharged 30 November 1945.  During this time, he conducted the duties of a Bicycle 

Warden in the Lockleys area. 

 

 

  

Lockleys School                West Maps Public 1949 
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Sport 

Laurie and his brothers Alf and Roy played lawn bowls at the Grange Bowling Club. Carleen recalls 

that they both went on to be State Champions.   Alf’s son, Don, was also a champion bowler and 

was inducted into the Bowling SA Hall of Fame in 2012.  Cliss was a member of the Lockleys 

Bowling Club.  

Sunday Mail 2 January 1971 

Advertiser 5 January 1971 

Westside Messenger 6 January 1972 

Advertiser 1 July 2010 
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Occupations 

After selling the market garden in 1966, Laurie went to work for the SA Waterworks as a 

handyman. His office was at Mile End alongside the railway line by the bridge.   

 

Dad looked after all the equipment, so everything that he had, he painted blue. My kids have 

inherited some blue rakes, blue spades and everything else with a blue handle because dad 

wouldn't let anyone pinch his stuff. 

 

Cliss’s Occupations 

Carleen remembers that Cliss always worked.  Among many other jobs she had, she worked at 

Tom the Grocer, on Burbridge Road at West Beach. 

 

She was a manager. She knew what she was doing, don't you worry about that! 

 

 

 

 

Retirement 

Laurie retired from the SA Waterworks in the 1960s. 

 

He and Cliss sold the garden property, and the land became a residential housing area.  

 

They bought and lived at 15 

Oliver Avenue, Fulham Gardens 

for a few years and then bought 

the former manager’s 

apartment at Whitehall 

Apartments in West Beach 

where Rosemary had been a 

part-time receptionist. 

 

 

 

 
18 Seaview Road, West Beach, Streetview 2009 
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Laurie died 5 October 1977 and Clarissa died almost 20 years later on 7 June 1996. 

 

  

  

Carleen, Cliss and Rosemary, 1995 
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Market Gardens along the Torrens 

The Collins family have a long history in the market garden industry in the fertile soils around the 

Torrens River. 

 

The old Collins family property, (owned by Laurie’s parents Ernest and Florence), was a market 

garden on Valetta Road, St. James Park, in the area between the Frogmore and Findon Roads 

and the River Torrens. When the property was sold in the 1960s, the area was known as Kidman 

Park. The land continued to be used as market gardens before the Kidman Park High School 

(currently used by the Office for Sport and Recreation) was built.  

 

Carleen recalls that her grandparents and their children lived in there for quite a few years. It was 

a really old building, and I can remember going down into an outside cellar where my Nana used 

to store her jams and stuff. 

 

To run the garden Carleen remembers my uncles all used to meet together in a big shed, and they 

allotted jobs to each other. 

 

Hurtle, was known as a water diviner. Carleen can remember him getting a stick that he would 

split at the top, wander the property until he found water and then a bore was sunk in that 

location.  

 

She says there were a lot of bores on the property. She recalls that when the River Torrens dried 

out, they always had access to water.  

 

WestMaps Public 1949 
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The market gardeners predominantly grew 

cauliflowers, onions, tomatoes, beans and 

celery. Carleen remembers that Cliss pulled 

and bunched the onions.  

 

Some of the Adelaide growers would pack 

their celery crops in crates to send to the 

Melbourne markets. Carleen remembers that 

Laurie once packed and sent some but by the 

time it got to Melbourne on the train, it was 

discovered it had carried a hidden rust 

disease. This was a huge disappointment as 

this was the only time this happened to his 

usually perfect celery.  

 

Dad also had an orange orchard at the back of 

the market garden. He had a machine that 

used to sort the fruit into sizes. It was state of 

the art for the time. There was also a big 

loquat tree. 

 

  

Workers at the Collins market garden, Circa 1950s 

Rosemary with Laurie showing the 
giant stick of celery he grew, 1959 
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The Collins market gardening brothers, Hurtle, Alf, Laurie and Roy together with Alf’s son Don, 

established glasshouses on Valetta Road.  

 

The City of Charles Sturt purchased the 

land for a Reserve.  

 

It was named Collins Reserve, 

acknowledging the families and was 

opened in May 1951. 

 

 

 

  

Weekly Times 6 May 1981 

Alf and Roy at the opening 
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East End markets 

In the school holidays Carleen would go with her dad once a week to the East End market. It was 

an early four o'clock in the morning start heading to the city in the loaded truck. 

 

Carleen remembers that all the sellers and buyers would meet in a circle and once the bell had 

been rung the sellers would approach the buyers and as produce was sold it was marked off their 

lists. Then you would go back and sit in your truck. When the bell went again, the buyers would 

come with their steel wheel trolleys and collect their goods and give dad the money.   

 

The highlight for Carleen was going to breakfast, in a cafe off Rundle Street. Years later, young 

Rosemary also looked forward to the same morning outing to the market with their dad. She 

shared this in her response to a ‘Do you remember?’ column in the Advertiser in 1997. 
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Glasshouses 

Many of the market gardeners adjacent to the Torrens River had glasshouses. 

Dad had glasshouses and sometimes when we had storms, the glass was knocked out.  This 

destroyed the vegetables and was devastating and heartbreaking. In those days, we didn't have 

an insurance, but Dad never gave up. He repaired the damage, rebuilt and replanted again. 

 

Our property fence was next to Kidman Park Stud, I wanted this horse, so dad bought it for me. 

Just about every day I’d ride my horse Kim up Henley Beach Road.  

 

Now, three streets down from where the Frogmore Road/Torrens Avenue bridge, is Laurie Street, 

named after my dad, because that was our market garden.  

 

The Dyson family lived in the small building to the south of the Collins home and the Canino’s 

lived opposite. Carleen recalls the Esposito’s and Griguol’s were nearby too.  [Many streets in 

the area were allocated names of the previous market gardeners, Canino Drive, Corso Avenue, 

Hank Street.] 

  

SLSA B11681 – Torrens River and pumphouse, Looking west from Torrens Avenue Bridge, 1939 

<Kidman Park Stud          glasshouses  ^family home          [WestMaps Public 1949] 
   ^ location of current Laurie Street, Kidman Park           ^Torrens Avenue Bridge                 
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In the 1940s services like milk deliveries and rubbish collection were still by horse and cart.  

 

 

My Grandpa Cassidy in Henley Beach made a special cart, and we’d wait for the baker’s horse 

and cart and he and Nana would shovel up all the poop for the garden.   

 

Jack and I inherited the cart! Our kids would go out in the street, in Lucas Street, Richmond with 

the cart and go round and round our block.  The man across the road from us in Lucas Street, Mr 

Demichelis, used to get very, very annoyed with the kids because they'd make too much noise 

with the iron wheels of the cart. He would tell them off and so they’d stop but get some saucepans 

and spoons and they marched around and banged them. The Thomas kids! 

 

 

Other Market Gardeners 

Carleen remembers the Sedgewicks having a market garden in Lockleys, near Rowells Road. 

The Hockley’s market garden was on Valetta Road.   

 

Robert Hockley was my first boyfriend ever. We were in school at Lockleys. On a Saturday 

afternoon we would go to the Lockleys Theatre, sit down the front and hold hands. 

  

Brooklyn Park Dairy milk float, 1960 (WTHS LH0526-03) 



Preserving Memories 
A joint project of the City of West Torrens and the West Torrens Historical Society 

    Page 22 of 54 
 

Carleen’s Younger Years 

Cliss often took Carleen to the Mayfair Studios for an annual photograph. Carleen remembers 

her photos were put on display in the front windows of their Rundle Street shop. The dresses she 

wore were handmade including the intricate smocking features.  

      

 

 

 

Advertiser, 1 January 1937 

Advertiser 7 December 1938, page 9 
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Cliss, Laurie and Carleen at the Showman's 
Ball, held at the Osmond Hall in Gouger 
Street Adelaide, Circa 1946 

Carleen at the Adelaide Koala farm (which was behind the Zoo). Children were taken 
around on this cart pulled by a tractor for their birthday. Circa 1950 

Cliss with Carleen at her debut, 
aged 15 
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Lockleys School 

Initially the family lived across the road from the Lockleys School in Elston Street. Carleen 

attended this school though to Grade Six (even after they moved to Kidman Park). 

 

We'd all be in our classroom before the day started. Then we'd all line up and we'd march out 

onto the quadrangle, and we'd salute the flag. And we'd have to recite a verse to salute the flag.  

‘I am an Australian. I love my country. I salute her flag. I honour her Queen. I promise to obey her 

laws.’ 

Carleen and Dot Rowney, now Smith, (above) were best friends at school. Life has come full circle 

and Dot and her husband Keith now live directly opposite Carleen in the retirement village. A 

true demonstration of a life-long friendship. 

 

Carleen remembers that the school held special days, like a gymkhana day with a parade.  

 

The children would decorate bikes and prams and with flowers and streamers, and you'd get a 

prize if you got the best one. I won a prize, but I can't remember what it was. There was a game 

where we could make money, we had a card and you pricked a square, and when you filled the 

card up, you get a reward like a three-pence. 

Lockleys Primary School 1938, Carleen (circled) bottom row 3rd from left; Dot Rowney 2nd from left 
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Carleen can still remember some of the teachers. 

 

Mr Bown was a grade seven teacher. There was one teacher, Miss McAskill, who taught my dad 

Laurie and also taught me and then Rosemary. When Dad went to school, he went to the Lockleys 

School when it was on Tapley’s Hill Road, then the school on May Terrace. 

 

Mr Guerin was the school headmaster whose house was adjoined to the school on Elston Street. 

His son Robert was my boyfriend.  

 

Lockleys Primary School 1939, Carleen circled 
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When we had to have injections, as a class they'd walk us up from the Lockleys School to where 

the West Torrens council chambers are, and we'd have an injection, poliomyelitis and all those 

we needed to have.  

 

Carleen remembers exactly where the air raid shelters on May Terrace behind the school. 

 

If it was really bad, we'd have to go out into the Oval, and you'd listen and there'd be certain bells 

that they'd ring that we knew. Then they'd always give us an exercise. 

 

Before that big building was built at the back, we used to play hopscotch out there and the boys 

used to play this game and jump around on one leg and bump into each other. I can't remember 

what it was called.  

 

We also played things like knuckle bones or marbles. I used to play basketball, (this is now known 

as netball), I loved that.  Netball games were played as School competitions during the week, 

there wasn’t weekend sport.  

 

Around 1940, when Carleen was about six, the family moved to Frogmore Road (Kidman Park) 

on the other side of the Torrens River. Carleen would ride her bike from Frogmore Road and put 

her bike on the racks behind the school. 

 

In grade 5 the girls would go to Thebarton Technical School for Domestic Arts. Carleen recalls 

that it was in a building facing Henley Beach Road and this is where they would learn how to 

cook. 

 

       ^May Terrace    ^Main school building       [WestMaps Public 1949] 
  ^Shelters         ^Elston Street  ^Collins home      
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MLC - Methodist Ladies College 

From Year 7 onwards Carleen attended the Methodist Ladies College (MLC) at Wayville.  

I wanted to go to Thebby tech. 

 

Carleen would ‘donkey’ her sister on her bike down Torrens Avenue to the local garage, which 

was by the shops by Elston Street. Rosemary would go to the Lockleys School and Carleen would 

leave her bike against the wall there and take the drop centre tram which went along Henley 

Beach Road to King William Street in the city. She would then take another tram to get from the 

city to the college. 

 

In January 1947, some of the classrooms at MLC were 

burnt in a fire.  

The first year that I went there, that classroom burned 

down, so they had to rebuild it.  While it was being 

rebuilt classes were held in the hall.  

 

Carleen remembers that when she was 

getting all her uniform for college, from 

Charles Birks in the city using coupons. 

 

 

 

 

Driving 

Growing up on the market garden 

also meant learning to drive a 

truck from an early age.   

 

By the time Carleen was 16 she 

could get her licence and drive 

her dad’s Pontiac.   

 

 

  

Methodist Ladies College, Circa 1930 
[SLSA B68008] 

Rundle Street, Adelaide [SLSA B 14310] 
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Holidays 

Laurie annually participated in a bowls carnival at Victor Harbor staying 

initially with another family and when Carleen was older, at the Victor or 

Grosvenor Hotel or Carleen was allowed to take her friend Dot with her for 

company.  We’d go and hunt for boys oh, I had a few boyfriends down there.  
 

Her dad’s sister, Beatrice (Beat) lived in Mount Gambier. Her husband Norm 

Probert owned a sawmill.  Carleen and her friend would travel on the train 

staying with them for a couple of weeks and her cousin Alwyn would show 

them around.  

 

War Years 

Laurie was exempt from enlisting to serve during World War 2 as his occupation was a primary 

producer. He did become a warden which meant that he'd ride on a bike up and down the streets 

and make sure that all the curtains were pulled across so there wouldn't be any light showing. 

That was his job, and he felt as if he was part of the war effort.  [Those who aided the home 

guard were certainly recognised as important members of the service.] 

 

Laurie and Cliss were an instrumental part 

in running the Lockleys Fighting Forces 

Comfort Fund dances held at the Lockleys 

Soldiers Memorial Hall, near Mellor Park.  

It was once a month and if any of the 

servicemen were on holidays, they'd come, 

and we had a band and they'd come, and 

they would dance with the ladies. 

 

When the peace announcement was made, Carleen and her friend Dot 

(Dorothy Margaret Rowney who also lived in Elston Street, and now lives 

in the same group of units as Carleen), went into Rundle Street to join 

the celebrations. We were teenagers, but of course, we were having a 

ball because we were kissing all the army people, the returned soldiers.   

 

Carleen remembers that the homes had to have heavy curtains, and 

people would save the ration coupons to enable them to buy food and 

clothing. 

 

You just got on with each day as it came. That's what it was all about.  

Advertiser 1 September 1941, page 9 

[SLSA PRG 90/42/1]            

Beatrice Probert 
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Kooyonga Golf Course 

Carleen remembers on the western side of May Terrace (Morphett Road at the time), just across 

the road from the Methodist church, part of the Golf Course land was used as a military camp 

after the war ended.  She recalls that the Americans stayed there on the Complex. 

 

 

[WTHS LH0164] 



Preserving Memories 
A joint project of the City of West Torrens and the West Torrens Historical Society 

    Page 30 of 54 
 

Memories of Lockleys 

Carleen can clearly remember the Lockleys area and recalled some of the shops and businesses 

near her childhood home. 

 

Shops on Henley Beach Road (Elston Street to Gertrude Street) 

425 Henley Beach Road, Mibus Store  

The Mibus family came to the Lockleys area in 1926. The store 

was also a drapery and sold hardware, wood, and grains in bags.  

They had the first Savings Bank Agency in Lockleys. Mr Mibus 

delivered using a horse and dray.  Opposite was a sand hill and 

tomato houses. One of Carleen’s friends worked for them. 

421 Henley Beach Road, Mr Jolly, Butcher 

Carleen remembers that her mum saved up the ration coupon to buy a rabbit on the weekend 

to roast.  She remembers that Mr Jolly, had a daughter and son at Lockleys School too. 

 

  

421 - 425 Henley Beach Road, circa 1960 

West Maps Public, 1949 
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417 Henley Beach Road, Stationery Shop 

Carleen recalls this being run as a stationery shop. In the 1950s this was recorded as R. Rosewall, 

a men’s hairdresser. 

 

413 Henley Beach Road, Post Office 

Miss Coulter, a single lady was the post mistress and she lived at the back of the post office in 

Elston Street. Carleen remembers that Miss Coulter would babysit her, and there was an empty 

block behind the post office and that they would walk across this to get to her house. 

 

There was a lane and there was a shoe 

repair shop, (you used to have all your 

shoes repaired in those days) then there 

were about three or four houses and then 

there was a greengrocer named Ossie Kelf. 

Ossie would ride his horse to the store, he 

was one of my dad’s best friends.  

 

Also in the area was a hairdresser named 

Gwen Ashton. I started an apprenticeship 

there but hated it! 

 

Drop Centre Tram 

Carleen remembers the electric 

drop-centre tram turned around 

at Lockleys near May Terrace, 

opposite the golf links and then 

go back to the city.  

 

They had to take the electric hook 

around and put it on the front, 

then they went towards the city 

again on the other line. 

 

Carleen remembers visiting her Nanna, (Dolly Cassidy) at Durham Street Henley Beach. Because 

of the River Torrens flooding the tram crossed over the swampy marshland of the Reedbeds at 

Henley Beach South on a viaduct. This was made mainly of timber and went from what is now 

Burnley Street through to Military Road. The flooding issues were removed with the diversion of 

the River Torrens to Breakout Creek. 

Drop Centre Tram [SLSA B-69717] 
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After the tram left the viaduct Carleen remembers it went past the back of Mr Fry’s butcher shop.  

It went over the sand hill and then turned north to go to what was called Henley Extension. 

 

Torrens Avenue Bridge 

When I was little, you could drive across from Torrens Avenue to Frogmore Road over the 

wooden bridge. My dad used to take me to work at his family’s market garden on the northern 

side of the river.  I can remember, I was on the front of his bike sitting on the bar being donkeyed 

and they were building the bridge. We had to go along one plank to get to the other side. That 

bridge was demolished many years later and it is now only a footbridge. 

 

  

Wooden bridge, Lockleys (LH0561-01) 

The tram viaduct across the swampy area of the Reedbeds followed what is now part of HMAS Australia Road. 
[WestMaps public 1949] 
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Methodist Church, May Terrace 

From Kindergarten to 

Methodist Girls Comrades, 

Carleen went to the Methodist 

Church, on May Terrace. The 

Brooklyn Park Methodist Girls 

Comrades was formed in 1945, 

to provide devotional, 

intellectual, physical and social, 

religious based programs. 

The old church is a red brick 

building and at the back was an 

iron shed, we raised money to 

brick that in.  We had to raise 

money at one stage so we could 

get a plaque up the back of the 

hall building, it's now owned by 

the Trees for Life.  If the 

building is still at the back, 

you'll see little plaques with 

their names on them.  

 

Church picnic, camps and anniversaries 

We used to go on a Sunday School picnic and dad used to come with his lorry and put planks 

across. And we used to sit on the back of the truck on the planks and he'd take us to Hazelwood 

Park or somewhere like that. And then we'd have fun at our Sunday school picnic.  

 

We did church camps to Loftier Park in the Adelaide Hills. In those days you didn’t have a sleeping 

bag, you would take your own bed linen and sleep in dormitories. We would do things like short 

sheet the other kids’ beds. 

 

Whereas Catholic and Anglicans mostly commemorate their saints on the dates of their death or 

other significant events in their lives, Methodists tended to celebrate anniversaries in a different 

way, remembering when a chapel was opened or when the Sunday School started. 

 

We all dressed in white on Sunday School anniversary day, and we lined up and had to march up 

on the tiered platform. Each class would practice and present a different song and the younger 

you were, the higher you had to sit.  

Brooklyn Park Methodist Church, May Terrace [WTHS LH0585-21] 
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Wireless and Television 

Carleen’s family would listen to serials like Martin’s Corner on the wireless radio set.  Martin’s 

Corner ran from 1939 through to 1951. 
 

 

In 1958, after Carleen was married, her parents were one of the first to have a television set in 

their home.   When Jack and Carleen lived in Lucas Street, they would go with their neighbours 

to her parents’ house to watch the test patterns because their children had never watched 

television. 

 

 

   

[adelaiderememberwhen.com.au] 

National Film and Sound Archive of Australia www.nfsa.gov.au/collection 
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The Pines, Marion Road 

Currently run by Southern Cross Care, The Pines Lodge is part of an aged care facility.  

Built in 1882, “The Pines” was a beautiful home consisting of a large drawing 

room, library, dining room, four bedrooms, kitchen and kitchenette as well as 

the maids’ quarters – two bedrooms and another bathroom. The family’s 

bathroom had beautified brass fittings. There was a cellar down two flights of 

stairs – there was another room downstairs as well. A spiral staircase led to 

two rooms upstairs. The home was furnished with beautiful antique furniture.   
 

In 1941 the property was sold to the Sisters of the 

Good Shepherd. The aim of the Sisters was to provide 

shelter for under privileged girls and women, to offer 

protection and care for those entrusted to them, and to 

develop as fully as possible the human and spiritual 

potential of the individual in order that she might 

eventually live a normal, healthy life within the Society.  
 

To Carleen this place was known as ‘the naughty girl’s 

home’. This was where young girls went if they were 

unmarried and pregnant, and the nuns would look 

after them. 
 

Adelaide Airport 

Prior to the Adelaide Airport being built in the late 1940s, the area was swamps and sand hills. 

Carleen remembers we would ride our bikes up and down the sand hills. 

 

In the 1960s Jack and their boys’ highlight of the week would be to go to the West Beach Road, 

(before it became Richmond Road), end of the airport and watch the three planes take off. On a 

Sunday afternoon Jack would donkey one of the boys and the other two would be on their own 

bikes. 

Convent of the Good Shepherd 1950s [State Records 
of South Australia GRG29/136 - Picture 305] 

Adelaide Airport, early earthworks removing sand hills, Advertiser 18 March 1948 
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Mellor Park  

When Carleen was young the Christmas 

tradition of placing lights on the large 

pine tree in the park and holding carol 

singing began.  

 

We'd watch the tree every year to make 

sure that it's going to be alright to put 

the Christmas lights on.  

 

One year it started to die from the top 

down and every year there'd be another 

bough that was dead.   

 

Everyone gathered together, it wasn't 

just one denomination, they’d take a 

blanket to sit on, no chairs. 

 

 

 

Lockleys Show Society 

Once a year the Lockleys Show would be 

held at Mellor Park (1948-1953). 

 

Carleen remembers camel rides, and stalls 

for homemade cakes, crafts and flowers. 

 

It was great excitement to look forward to. 

You could go on a horse ride. 

 

[The West Torrens Historical Society has 

copies of most of the publications made for 

the Society on their website.]  

  

Lockleys Christmas tree, Mellor Park (WTHS LH0501-02) 

westtorrenshistory.org/publications/lockleys-budget 
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Lockleys Memorial Hall Cellar 

Carleen remembers that the Lockleys Memorial Hall had a cellar with the RSL War Memorabilia 

in it. When we were in school, we used to go down into the cellar and wait for our turn to go up 

on the platform to sing our songs. It had been forgotten about until it was found just prior to the 

building demolition in 2020. 

Lockleys Cinema 

Carleen would go to the cinema with her parents every Wednesday night to watch the next 

episode of a serial. You had to be there early so that you didn’t miss the next episode of the serial. 
 

Mothers’ and Babies’ Health Association Child Health Centre 

Local Child Health Centres were established in the early 1900s for young mothers to take their 

infants for regular weighing, test feeds, advice and guidance on breast feeding, ‘artificial’ feeding, 

weaning, toilet training and sleeping, for immunisation against childhood diseases, and 

reassurance that their children were growing and developing ‘normally’ as measured by the 

reaching of certain milestones. 
 

When my kids were little, a 

friend and I would walk down 

from Lucas Street every week 

with our prams and get our 

babies weighed. We had a 

seat that we used to put on the 

old cane pram and make an 

outing for the day by walking 

along Henley Beach Road 

towards the city to the bridge 

and home again. 

 

She remembers watching the cars going by and believing that one day they'd have a car! 

 

October 2020 [WTHS (LH0460)] 

Hilton Baby Health Centre 1953 [WTHS LH0698-02] 
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Milkman – Mr Milledge 

There used to be a milky called Mr Milledge who used to deliver our milk with a horse and cart 

every morning and you’d have to put a pot out with the money underneath the pot. 

 

The Milledge family owned and leased land in the vicinity of what is now the Kooyonga Golf 

Course. Additional land they leased was compulsorily acquired for building the Adelaide Airport. 

 

Other Deliveries  

Every day a postman on a bicycle would bring the mail from the local post office and a rolled-up 

newspaper would be thrown into the front yard.  

 

Draper 

Mr Dyke and his sisters had a drapery store on Rowland Road, which became Burbridge Road 

and now called Sir Donald Bradman Drive.  

 

Cliss and Carleen sewed their own 

clothes and knitted and 

crocheted. Carleen remembers it 

was very personalised, if you 

wanted something special, they 

would get it in. 

 

Can you save me some blue wool, 

or can you save me some type of 

material? They would look out for 

it when they got it in, they'd save 

it for you for next time you went 

in.  

 

Rosefield Dairy           William (Bill) Milledge with Grey boy  [WTHS (LH0197)] 

E Dyke & Son, 135 Burbridge Road, Hilton [WTHS (LH0346-02)] 
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First Car / West Beach Drive in 

Carleen recalls that the first car she and Jack owned 

was a Studebaker, as they needed a big car for five 

children. Since she had been driving trucks, she was 

fine driving a big Studebaker. It was good to be able to 

go and pick up the kids wherever they had to go 

because they were all involved in sport.  

 

For our entertainment, we used to go down to the Blueline West Beach Drive in. 

 

She remembers that there weren't many service stations around, but they were a ‘full service’ 

service station. The server would come and fill up the petrol and you wouldn't have to get out of 

the car. While it was filling, they would clean the windscreen.  

 

Lockleys Nurseries – Smarts, Stanfords and Lasscocks 

Smart’s and Stanford’s nurseries were on Gertrude Street, which was the next street to the east 

of Elston Street. Many of the children would attend school and play together. Carleen and Dougie 

Smart were in the same class at school.  

 

Carleen also remembers the large Lasscock’s nursery on Henley Beach Road. 

 

  

Stock image – Studebaker Car Club 

Smarts Nursery, Lockleys, 1979 [WTHS (LH0156-02)] 
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Jack Thomas 

At the age of seventeen, Carleen met Jack Thomas at a basketball match at the OBI.  (The OBI - 

Our Boys Institute building at 221 Wakefield Street, Adelaide opened in 1936). 

 

My cousin Don played basketball for West Torrens, and I’d go to the match. One day I sat next to 

Jack, we ended up talking, he held my hand and then that 

started our romance. 

 

Jack’s parents Cyril Edward Lincoln (Linc) Thomas (11 

August 1906 – 1 September 1983) and Emily Rose 

Langridge (2 May 1910 – 20 July 1997) were married 

Norwood 9 June 1928.  

 

Malcolm Jack (known as Jack) Thomas was born 21 

December 1928. He started schooling in 1934 at Norwood 

Infant School, and then went to Norwood Central School. 

The family lived in Norwood and moved in 1940 to a house 

they had built at 41 Jenkins Street in Cowandilla.  Jack then 

went to the nearby Cowandilla School.   

 

 

Known as C. E. L. Thomas, Jacks father was State President 

of the Tramways Employees Association (union) in the 

early 1950s and fought for pay and condition 

improvements for Tramways Staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

41 Jenkins Street, Cowandilla, Street View, 2009 

Register 13 June 1928 p15 
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In the 1950s Jack was an A grade basketballer playing for West 

Adelaide. His team won a Jubilee medal playing at the Thebarton 

Town Hall. It was West Adelaide vs North Adelaide.  

 

Jack played at the Apollo Stadium, Kingston Avenue, Richmond. 

(This was demolished in 2002). 

 
Apollo Stadium [WTHS LH0420z-08] 

 

Jack also played tennis at the Kingston Tennis Club and later golf 

at the Riverside Golf Club, West Lakes. 

 

  

Advertiser, 14 August 1951 
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Marriage 

We used to go to the pictures at the Thebarton Picture Theatre. They had double seats upstairs 

and we used to hold hands and all those kinds of things.  
 

Carleen was 18 when she and Jack were married 29 November 1952.  Their wedding was held at 

the Pirie Street Methodist Church in Adelaide. This is the Church that the MLC school girls would 

attend for their celebrations.  

COLLINS-THOMAS The marriage of Carleen 

Ruth, elder daughter of Mr. and Mrs. L. L. Collins 

of Frogmore Road, St James Park, to Malcolm Jack, 

only son of Mr. and Mrs. C. E. L. Thomas of Jenkins 

Street, Cowandilla, will be solemnised at Pirie 

Street Methodist Church on November 29 at 

6.30pm 

Advertiser, 25 November 1952, page 18 

Pirie Street Methodist Church, demolished 1972 
[adelaiderememberwhen.com.au] 

Ron Noble, Ron Delderfield, Jack, Carleen, Dorothy Rowney (Dot), Connie Noble, 
Flower girl's Jack's sister Jill and Rosemary, Taken in the Lounge Room of the Frogmore Road home 
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Jack’s Occupations 

Jack earned his trade as a sheet metal worker. He worked 

for R.W. Fielders and Stratco.  
 

Jack then went on to open his own business in their 

backyard, 5 Lucas Street at Richmond, making 

household tanks and gutter miters. He had his own 

designs. They installed rooves and gutters and tanks.  

He was a good tradesman. He always left the site neat. 
 

Carleen remembers that she helped out by holding the 

“dolly” whilst Jack built the tank around her then he’d 

have to roll it over because I didn't have enough 

strength to get out of it.  
 

Later his boys would help him in the business, with Ian taking on the trade. 

 

Carleen says Jack had the most beautiful singing voice with no training. He would sing when he 

was working in the shed. They would always ask him to sing when they went to cabarets. He'd 

sing an Italian song and make up the words and they’d think that he could speak Italian. 

 

5 Lucas Street, Richmond 

Jack and Carleen used subcontractors to build a home at 5 Lucas Street in Richmond. It was 

difficult as there were still material shortages after the war.  

 

In the 1990s we sold the place at number 5 because it was on a very big block. These developers 

were building down the road at number 16, and they were building two homettes at the back of 

No. 16.  They made a deal with us. If they bought our property, then we could have one of the 

units.  They built 4 units on number 5. 

 

Carleen recalls that when the house was demolished the materials (bricks and floorboards), 

anything that was any good to reuse, were offered to the Boy Scouts for using at the Jack Roberts 

Camp for Youth with Disabilities in the Adelaide Hills.  

 

Of a nighttime you’d drive past, and they had bright lights set up. There were the kids and their 

parents, all pulling it apart brick by brick, and using all the wood from the floor. That to us was 

very heartwarming, that it didn't go to waste. 

Rainwater tank [h2orainwatertanks.com.au]  
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Children 

 

Robert Jack, now known as Jack, (22 February 1954)  

 

Carleen remembers that when Robert was born 

Adelaide had its biggest earthquake of 5.6 

magnitude at 3.40am.  

 

At the time they were living with Jack’s parents in 

Cowandilla while waiting for their house to be built. 

Jack was sleeping in the lounge room, with his 

pillow on the hearth of the fireplace, and he 

thought the dog was trying to get in the window.  

 

In the hospital, Carleen remembers being 

downstairs and seeing the cabinets rocking and the 

bottles of Agarol (makes you go to the toilet!) were 

falling over. The nurses came in and said, grab your 

baby we’ve had an earthquake. We thought they 

were shifting the furniture upstairs.  

 

 

Like his father, Jack was a good basketballer and went on to coach a country kids’ team that won 

a A-grade championship in Australia.   

 

He became a police officer in South Australia, and whilst doing his training he lived at the Fort 

Largs Academy during the week for twelve months.  He had a haircut before he went in, but then 

they took them all out and had to have another haircut. Not short enough. When they moved into 

the big building, they had their own rooms, and a bloke would come in with his white gloves on 

and make sure they wasn’t dust anywhere, and that the sheets were perfect. That was all 

discipline stuff.  He worked in Port Lincoln and Whyalla for a while and was on the police force 

basketball team. 

 

Jack was offered a job in Victoria to coach the women’s Victorian Basketball Association. He now 

lives in Bendigo. 

 



Preserving Memories 
A joint project of the City of West Torrens and the West Torrens Historical Society 

    Page 45 of 54 
 

Ian Laurie (1956) 

 

Ian went to Urrbrae 

Agricultural High School and 

then took on a trade working 

with Alwin Fisher Pty Ltd at 

Mile End. He also for a time 

worked with the family 

business. 

 

 

 

Ian learnt how to make 

leadlight art and has completed 

some major works including 

those in the ceiling of the 

Hilton RSL. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Katherine Dawn (1958) 

Kathy is a senior public servant at SA Health. After leaving school at the age of 15, she worked 

in administration and then studied nursing at St Andrew’s hospital and worked as a nurse for 

about 12 years. 

 

She raised three magnificent sons and was the first in the family to graduate university with 

honours. At Uni she was awarded a scholarship, two academic prizes and a post graduate 

stipend. Kathy then won a job at SA Health as a mature age graduate and within 10 years was 

an adviser to the Minister for Health. She treasures time spent with her family, especially her 

sons, their families and her 5 precious grandchildren.  

MAKING ART FROM PAIN 

AFTER a disease in his arteries left him with one leg, ‘sheer boredom’ 

inspired Ian Thomas to become an artist.  “I don't know where I would 

be without this to occupy my time,” Mr Thomas said. 
 

In 2007, Mr Thomas was diagnosed with a condition called 

polyarteritis nodosa, a blood vessel disease that damages and swells the 

arteries. The condition forced Mr Thomas to have 12 operations in 

three months to remove most of his left leg. “I was depressed and 

frustrated, I didn't know what to do with myself,'' he said. “I didn't 

expect something like this to happen overnight which it basically did.” 

 

Since the amputation, Mr Thomas has devoted his spare time to making 

leadlight artwork based on his friend Stanley Bilbrough's designs. “I 

used to be a roofer, so I had to find something else to do and I already 

knew how to solder,'' he said. “It's been a total turnaround.”  He said he 

wanted to inspire people in a bad situation not to give up. “When 

something like this happens, you think the world is going to end and it 

doesn't.” 

 

Mr Thomas and Mr Bilbrough exhibit their artwork at the Hilton RSL 

from March 6 to April 6.  February 23, 2011 | Messenger - Weekly Times 

(Adelaide, Australia)  Page: 020 
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Peter and Susan (1960) 

In 1960 Carleen was pregnant and recalls back in those days you didn’t have scans or anything, 

the doctor put me on fluid tablets and the husband didn’t hang around they went back to work. 

Jack went back to work, and when the doctor rang him and said, ‘I just have to announce you've 

got a little boy, plus you've got a little girl as well’.  His workmates reckon he went pea green 

when he got off the phone, and by the time he got to his bench, he was putting on his stuff saying 

I'm off for the day.  
 

Having three little children and 

then newborn twins was a 

challenge. Carleen’s mother Cliss 

was in the hospital following an 

operation and was unable to help 

for six weeks. Luckily a close 

friend, Eileen Penall came every 

Friday, and she would mend 

clothes and socks and help where 

she could. 
 

Susan now lives in Queensland 

and Peter is still in Adelaide.  
 

Over the years the family were all very much involved in sport. Carleen umpired netball games. 

All three boys won basketball titles in the same year and were in the local paper.  

 

  

Jack's parents Linc and Emily with all the children, Kathy, Ian, Robert 
and twins Peter and Susan, 1960 

Carleen’s Children (L to R): Robert, Ian, Kathy, Susan and Peter, early 1980s 
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Carleen’s Occupations 

Carleen says that she hated school so at age sixteen after a brief stint as an apprentice hairdresser 

(which she hated!), she found work with Colin King, a dentist in Torrensville (187a Henley Beach 

Road, New Mile End). 
 

There were three practices. It was my job to open up and get everything ready. Another practice 

was managed by Mr South in Ferryden Park. There were two nurses in the room with the dentist 

and we had people at the back that would make dentures.  Colin King served in the Wayville 

Dental Unit AIF in 1943. 
 

Carleen worked there until she became pregnant. I was so, so big. I said to my boss, ‘I'm going to 

have to leave’. He said, ‘Why?’. I said, ‘Well, look at me’. 
 

After having five children, Carleen went back to work. She wanted them to have the access to 

what other children had. 
 

When the children were in late primary school, Carleen would do office cleaning at night, when 

Jack walked in, I’d walk out.   
 

She worked cleaning the airport for many years working from 9:30 at night, after the last flight 

had arrived, until 1.30 in the morning.   

 

At the old airport we 

used to strip the floors 

every Easter with the 

big machine and then 

put two coats of polish 

on with the mop. That’s 

when TAA and Ansett 

was there.  
 

 

  

Adelaide Airport terminal [adelaiderememberwhen.com.au] 
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In the 1970s Carleen went to work at Glens Homemade Cakes at the Henley Beach South end of 

viaduct. Glen Fry was a personal friend, so I used to get up at four o'clock in the morning and go 

and do all the orders. His brothers Don and Barry Fry were butchers and were in the next-door 

shop, which has been established by their father. 

 

Around 1990 Carleen saw an advertisement in the local paper for new opportunities for women. 

She undertook a free three-month TAFE course in aged care.  This enabled her to find work at a 

facility in Glenelg. She worked there for many years. 

 

When Carleen retired, she was looking for something else to do and found the local paper 

advertising for a community program in the City of West Torrens. She went along to find out 

more about it and when they asked about her background, she told them she had experience in 

aged care and organising social activities. Instead of attending the program she ended up running 

it!   

Carleen was honoured as the City of West Torrens 

2008 Citizen of the Year for being the volunteer 

coordinator for the Thebarton Seniors Group.  
 

“Carleen’s involvement in the Thebarton Seniors Group 

has resulted in a 33 per cent increase in attendance,” 

Council CEO, Mr Starr said. “That is a fantastic feat by 

any standards. Volunteers like Carleen are vital to the 

wellbeing of our local community and it’s people like her 

that really show true community spirit.” 
 

But I didn’t do it for that, I did it because I enjoy it. I 

wanted to do it for the community.  

 

She was also a chaplain at the Queen Elizabeth 

Hospital and Personal Assistant to one of the 

managers at the Aged Care and Housing in Glenelg. 

13 Henley Beach Road                StreetView 2009     9 Henley Beach Road,  Kevin Fry’s 
Meat Store 
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Church and Charity 

Carleen has always been very involved with church and 

community programs. Carleen and Rosemary attended the 

Lockleys Methodist Church as children.  

 

When her children were young, the boys were involved with the 

Boys Brigade and Carleen was a group leader with the Church of 

Christ at Cowandilla.  

 

Carleen is now embracing the ethos of the City Influencers 

Church and recently working with 2- to 4-year-old children 

teaching some sign language. 

 

I went to a conference for Women up in Brisbane as part of the Aglow International Christian 

group. After, my brother-in-law John said to me, ‘Now, what do you want to do? What’s your 

heart's desire. What would you really, really want to do?’ 

‘I'd like to be a donkey for Jesus’.  

He said,’ Really? Well, go for it’. 

 So, at the conference, they asked the volunteers to join a group to go to China to work in an 

orphanage with kids, this was my opportunity. 

 

In 1997 Carleen went to China as part of a group of people from all different church 

denominations to assist in an orphanage which was a home for abandoned disabled children.  

 

Carleen remembers one lady looking after 16 babies. They had boxes for beds and rags for 

nappies. The money from the church was used to buy things for them. Carleen would help feed, 

nurse and sing to them.    

 

In 1999, the Chinese Communist Government invited the group to send more Western visitors 

as they had given much needed help to the children in these facilities.  

 

The experience makes Carleen looks at life differently now.  

 

It makes you look at people and treat people differently. Like Down syndrome people, they're 

beautiful people. They've got so much in them to give out, and some of them are absolutely 

brilliant. 

 

www.australia.influencers.church 

http://www.australia.influencers.church/
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Holidays 

In 1989 Carleen and her 

sister Rosemary travelled 

to America, Canada and 

England. A highlight for 

Carleen was attending the 

Glory of Easter musical 

stage production at the 

Crystal Cathedral, 

California. 

 

 

 

 

Carleen remembers that on the plane from Sydney, Rosemary got food poisoning and they were 

then forced to stop over in Hawaii. Rosemary stayed in bed, so Carleen took the opportunity to 

go shopping. After taking Rosemary to the doctors, the receptionist at the clinic had the 

afternoon off and generously took her around the island.  

 

Their trip incorporated 

Canada, Carleen’s favorite 

place in the entire world. 

They took a train to Banff 

from Vancouver and saw 

snow for the first time.  

 

They stayed at the biggest 

hotel, Banff Springs hotel, 

for several days before 

heading to Toronto.  

  

Crystal Cathedral [nypost.com] 

Carleen and Rosemary enjoying a fondue dinner at Banff Springs Hotel 
in Canada 1989. 
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The highlight here was a 

helicopter ride of the ice laden 

Niagara Falls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After travelling across America, staying in New York and Washington, they flew to England.  They 

stayed in London for several days. 

 

Later Carleen went to Europe with another friend. 

 

 

Niagara Falls [traveltriangle.com] 

Carleen and Rosemary having fun at Universal Studios, Los Angeles during their overseas trip 1989. 
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1995 family reunion 

Hurtle’s son, Carleen’s cousin Peter, and her sister Rosemary organised a family reunion. 

 

A booklet was produced with a family tree and photographs of the family of Ernest and Florence 

Collins. 

Carleen in the white checked coat, Cliss in burgundy jacket, Rosemary (far right) with Carleen's children, 
their partners, and Carleen's grandchildren. 
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2013, Carleen’s 80th birthday 

 

Carleen celebrated her 80th birthday in 2013. This was a chance to catch up with many family 

members and friends to reminisce and share many photographs collected by them over the 

years. 

 

COVID-19 / 2022 

The COVID-19 pandemic caused some global chaos, 

but Carleen says: You know it’s part of living. We've 

been through a lot of things in our life that, the war 

caused limitations on what you could do, how you 

got around and where you could go.  

 

I say just wear the mask or stay at home, look after 

your family. 

 

I've now got 5 children, 13 grandchildren, and 8 great 

grandchildren, and I wouldn't like anything to 

happen to them.  

 

In late 2022, Carleen welcomed a new and 

cherished companion, Peaches. 

 

Great-granddaughter Caitlin,  
sister Rosemary,  
cousin Peter, 
Carleen,  
cousin Peggy Gravestocks (nee 
Mortimer) 
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The Preserving Memories project aim is to interview people who have 

either grown up in or had extensive connections to the West Torrens 

area and to invite them to share their memories and tell us about the 

events and experiences which helped to make up their life's history. It 

allows us the chance to reflect on the past and to preserve those 

memories into the future. 

 

 

 

Thank you, Carleen, and your family, for participating in the project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 December 2022 


