
 

 

  

 
Confidential Report Item 11.1 

 

of the  
 

AUDIT GENERAL COMMITTEE 

 
of the 

 
CITY OF WEST TORRENS 

 
will be held in the Mayor's Reception Room, Civic Centre 

165 Sir Donald Bradman Drive, Hilton 
 

on 
 

TUESDAY, 10 AUGUST 2021  
at 6.00pm 

 

 

Pursuant to Section 83 (5) of the Local Government Act 1999 the Confidential Item for the 
Council meeting is delivered to the Council Members upon the basis of my recommendation 
that the matters to which the Agenda relates be received, considered and discussed by the 
Council in confidence under Part 3 of the Act. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Angelo Catinari 
Chief Executive Officer (Acting) 

 
City of West Torrens Disclaimer 

Please note that the contents of this Committee Agenda have yet to be considered by Council and 
Committee recommendations may be altered or changed by the Council in the process of making the 
formal Council decision.
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11 CONFIDENTIAL 

11.1 Kerbside Waste Management Services 

Reason for Confidentiality 

The Committee is satisfied that, pursuant to Section 90(3)(g) and (j)(i) of the Local Government Act 
1999, the information to be received, discussed or considered in relation to this agenda item is: 
 

(g) matters that must be considered in confidence in order to ensure that the council 
does not breach any law, order or direction of a court or tribunal constituted by law, 
any duty of confidence, or other legal obligation or duty. 

(j)(i) information the disclosure of which - would  divulge information provided on a 
confidential basis by or to a Minister of the Crown, or another public authority or 
official (not being an employee of the Council, or a person engaged by the Council). 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended to the Committee that: 
 
1. Pursuant to Section 90(2) of the Local Government Act 1999, Council orders, that the public, 

with the exception of the Chief Executive Officer, members of the Executive and 
Management Teams in attendance at the meeting, and meeting secretariat staff, be excluded 
from attendance at so much of the meeting as is necessary to receive, discuss and consider 
in confidence, information contained within the confidential report Item 11.1 - Kerbside Waste 
Management Services, attachments and any associated documentation submitted by the 
Chief Executive Officer, specifically on the basis of the provisions of Section 90(3)(g) and 
(j)(i) because the Auditor General has directed that all communication regarding the 
examination (including email correspondance) be treated as confidential and not made 
publicly available or published (such as in the Council minutes) until the report is finalised. 

 
2. At the completion of the confidential session the meeting be re-opened to the public. 
 

 
Brief 

The Auditor-General has commenced an examination of the management of kerbside waste 
management services at the City of West Torrens. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended to the Committee that the Kerbside Waste Management Services report be 
received. 
 
FURTHER 

1. In accordance with Sections 91(7) and 91(9) of the Local Government Act 1999, the Audit 
General Committee orders that the Item Kerbside Waste Management Services, the Minutes 
arising, attachments and any associated documentation, having been considered by the 
Audit General Committee in confidence under Section 90(3)(g) and (j)(i), be kept confidential 
and not available for public inspection until the formal report has been received and tabled in 
Parliament, on the basis that the Auditor General has directed that all communication 
regarding the examination (including email correspondence) be treated as confidential and 
not made publicly available or published (such as in the Council minutes) until the report is 
finalised. 

2. Council delegates the power of review, but not the extension, of the confidential order to the 
Chief Executive Officer on a monthly basis in accordance with the provisions of Section 
91(9)(c) of the Local Government Act 1999. 
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Introduction 

Following provisional notice that the South Australian Auditor-General (Auditor-General) intended 
to conduct an examination of this Council's, and another council's, kerbside waste management 
services, a meeting was held on 16 June 2021 between the Auditor-General's Audit 
Representatives and the Administration. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the rationale 
for selection, the scope, the process and the communication protocols associated with the 
examination. 
 
The following day, the Auditor-General provided formal notification to both the Mayor and Chief 
Executive Officer that he is conducting an examination of the City of West Torrens kerbside waste 
management services (Attachment 1). An acknowledgement was provided by the Administration 
on 18 June 2021 (Attachment 2).  
 
Discussion 

Rationale to Conduct Examination 
 
This examination is being conducted under s32(1)(a) of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987 
(PFAA). This section of the PFAA allows the Auditor-General to examine the accounts of a publicly 
funded body and the efficiency, economy and effectiveness of its activities. 
 
A publicly funded body is defined by s4 of the PFAA as a council constituted under the Local 
Government Act 1999 or a subsidiary of such a council. 
 
The Auditor-General's Audit Team verbally confirmed that the City of West Torrens (CWT) was not 
chosen as a result of poor performance or complaints to external agencies. They provided their 
methods for selecting a sample was based on the following criteria: 
 
 The councils selected must be metropolitan local government areas 
 The sample must have a mix between private kerbside waste collections and regional 

subsidiary kerbside waste arrangements 
 The sample must have a Food Organics and Garden Organics (FOGO) collection. 
 
The Auditor-General stated that the examination provides independent assurance to the 
Parliament and the public on kerbside waste arrangements and seeks to contribute to the public 
sector accountability and performance for the benefit of all South Australians. 
 
The cost of conducting examinations and preparing the Reports to Parliament is funded by the 
Auditor-General’s Department. However, if there is a justifiable reason for the Auditor-General to 
seek some cost recovery from the CWT, the Auditor-General will communicate this position in 
writing and the reasons for the change. 
 
Confidentiality 
 
The Auditor-General has directed that all communication regarding the examination (including 
email correspondence) be treated as confidential and not made publicly available or published 
(such as in the Council’s meeting agenda and/or minutes) until such time as the report is finalised 
and he makes the report publicly available. 
 
As a result of these confidentiality requirements, the CWT has not been informed which other 
council is concurrently being examined. 
 
Examination Timeframes 
 
The Auditor-General's Audit Team was not able to provide a timeframe for the examination and 
acknowledged that the tabling of this report may coincide with the State Government's caretaker 
period and the 2022 State Government elections. 
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The timing of the examination is also dependent on the examination being undertaken in another 
council. The Auditor-General's Audit Team confirmed that they were seeking to table both 
examination reports to Parliament concurrently. 
 
Examination Process 
 
The Auditor-General has confirmed that the examination will be subject to the process below: 
 

 
 
 
The examination is currently at the 'Conduct' stage and, pursuant to the requirements of the 
examination, the Administration has compiled a range of evidence and the Auditor-General's Audit 
Team conducted a site visit on 29 June 2021. It is likely that further site visits and evidence will be 
required. 
 
Climate Impact Considerations 
(Assessment of likely positive or negative implications of this decision will assist Council and the West 
Torrens Community to build resilience and adapt to the challenges created by the changing climate. 

 
There is no direct environmental impact in relation to this report. 
 
Conclusion 

The Auditor-General has formally advised that he has commenced an examination of the 
management of Council's kerbside waste management services. As the examination continues, 
and subject to any information being provided, further confidential reports will be presented to 
Council for information. 
 

Attachments 

1. Letter to City of West Torrens regarding examination of the management of kerbside 
waste management services   

2. Acknowledgement to the Auditor-General regarding examination of kerbside waste 
management services    
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