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Foreword
by

His Worship the Mayor,
S. J. Hamra, Esq., M.B.E., J.P.

‘Between the City and the Sea’ is a history of West Torrens from its settlement
in 1836 to the present day.

This book covers many interesting aspects of the early days of setilement and
was commissioned by the West Torrens Council to mark South Australia’s 150
Jubilee and to preserve for future generations the historical events which formed
the character of the city as we know it today.

The author, Mr. Peter Donovan, B.A. (Hons.), M.A., is a prolific writer on
South Australian themes. He was the foundation president of the Association of
Professional Historians and is to be commended on the depth of research which
has gone into the compiling of this publication.

The reader will observe differing ways and {ife styles which evolved throughout
the years and many will feel a sense of pride in knowing that their ancestors helped
to shape the past. In turn, they are helping to shape the future of this city, so
that it may be a place in which all can live in peace and harmony and share in
the benefits to be derived from a way of life which provides fulfilment through
‘Progress tempered by Wisdom' as depicted in the motto of the City of West

Torrens.

S. J Hamra
Mayor





















particularly helpfui by providing me with the body of information which had been
collecied over several years and also with the transcripts of interviews with old
residents. Together with the early work of Vernon Shephard, this made my
intreduction to the history of West Torrens very easy. Many individuals have
contributed also, and it seems unfair to the many to single out a few. However,
several have provided more time and help than could reasonably be expected.
They include Mrs Lyn Smith and Mrs Judy Darling, Miss Vicki Hutchinson who
typed the several tables and Mr Terry Buss who drew several of the diagrams.
June Donovan, besides undertaking much of the research, also shouldered the
task of typing the manuscript. The publication has been facilitated by a grant
from the State government through the Jubilee 150 Board.

The importance of the past None of us is without a past. This is what gives us
a sense of identity and belonging and it is important that we reflect on this from
time to time, particularly when changes in our society are occurring at such a
rapid pace as in the 1980s, for it is some consolation to know that there is a certain
conservatism and repetition in society. No change is as radical as proponents hope,
or opponents fear, and few changes do not have some precedent. T hope that this
history might encourage this reflection, not simply out of a sense of nostalgia.
but that it might be used to help to build a better city for the future.

We cannot escape our history. Qur lives are governed by what happened in the
past, our decisions by what we believe 1o have happened. Without a knowledge
of history, man and society would run adrift. rudderless craft on the uncharted
sea of time. {Arthur Marwick— The Nature of History),

Peter Donovan
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124 BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE SEA

and was greatly expedited when a second plant was set up at Keswick so that
priority could be given to the Bay Road.

The Henley Beach Road was the second major road of the district which required
attention, for it was considered dangerous because of the curves at Lockleys and
was subject to flooding which also played havoc with various surfaces, The first
problem had only become ¢vident with the extra speed of motor cars and was
tessened by realigning the road, while the second was ameliorated by laying down
a concrete roadway in the flood-prone areas and this was completed in June 1926,

Much of this work was the responsibility of a new government department,
the Local Government Department, which was formed on | Aprii 1917 to provide
for better co-ordination between central and local governments, but more
particularly to take responsibility for the building and maintenance of major roads.
The State government had long been concerned that many councils had no
engineer who had experience with the construction and the maintenance of the
new roads and bridges which were demanded by the new technology. so although
all public roads were vesied in local authorities, all those principle thoroughfares
which were to serve as arteries leading to centres and railways were deemed to
be matin roads and became the responsibility of the State government. The main
purpose of the department was evident when its name was changed to that of
Highways and Locatl Government in 1927. Its task of reforming the State's major
roads continued to receive great attention throughout the inter-war period.

Many of the effects of the increased use of the motor car were less evident,
however, although no less real for that. Some experts believed that it was
responsible for the decline in the prevalence of certain diseases which were
associated with the proximity of stables to dwellings with their associated manure
and flies. A contemporary report noted that:

The infant mortality rate has been steadily decreasing in South Australia since the
beginning of the century . . .

One of the most notable aspects in the saving of infant life is the reduced number
of deaths from diarrhoeal diseases. A startling illustration of this can be found by
comparing the figures for 1921 when there were 212 deaths from gastro-enteritis, with
those of 1933, when only 10 deaths from that cause occurred . . . The replacement of
horses by motor cars has a bearing on this matter. for it has been proved that the death
rate of young children is higher when they are reared in the vicinity of horses and stables.
Fewer horses mean fewer flies and therefore less disease. Associated with the improved
diarrhoeal conditions is the more efficient hygiene in the home: wire blinds protect
occupants from flies and mosguitoes, there are better

bathing facilities, deep drainage, and closer inspection of sanitary arrangements.

However, if the replacement of the horse helped to promote a more healthy
living environment it also brought new hazards to road users. Many of the first
motor accidents were caused simply because of the confusion which resulted from
both horses and motor vehicles using the same road, as a report in the Advertiser
of 8 June [917 indicated.

On Wednesday evening Mr. Percy Kelsey, carrier, of Henley Beach, was proceeding
homeward from the city with his two horse trolley laden with goods, when near Lockleys
he puiled on to the tram rails to avoid a motor car, with dazzling head lights, that was
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approaching. He did not notice a tram that was close behind the motor car, and the
tram crashed into the horses and the {ront part of the trolley. Mr. Kelsey was thrown
from his seat and was considerably injured. In a dazed condition he was removed to
Henley Beach, where Dr. F. Burden found it necessary to insert 15 stitches in the side
of his face and head, one ear being almost severed. One horse was killed on the spot,
and the other so seriously injured that it had to be destroyed. The trolley was smashed
and the front part of the tram damaged.

Traffic on Henley Beach Road was frequently the subject of complaint and
in another report on 10 February 1916, the Advertiser noted that *the excessive
speed of motor cars and cycles on the Henley Beach-road was the subject of a
discussion at a meeting of ratepayers at Lockleys on Tuesday’. It continued,

The chairman of the council {Mr. H, Sherriff} stated that on *band nights’ at Henley
Beach the vehicular traffic on the road was particularly heavy. and two motor accidents
had occurred recently, one resulting fatally. Not only was the speed limit in many cases
exceeded, but motorists frequently ran on the wrong side of the road. The council had
written to the Commissioner of Police on the subject.

A month later, a Lancelot Gray was charged with ‘having on March 11, driven
a motor cycle along the Henley Beach-road at a speed of over 20 miles an hour’,
although in this instance there was reasonable doubt and the charge was dismissed.

The increased popularity of the motor car which prompted the upgrading of
the State's road network increased the efficiency and versatility of road transport
and ultimately undermined the profitability of the rail and tram network with
which it competed directly. Such a prospect was not evident at the time, however.
In 1922, W.A. Webb, the American raitway administrator, was appointed
Commissioner of Railways with the prime task of supervising the rejuvenation
of the State’s railway system which was bedevilled by breaks of gauge.
underpowered locomotives and small, inefficient rolling stock.

When Webb left South Australia eight years later in 1930, the railway system
had been virtually rebuilt. The building of a grand new terminal at Adelaide was
perhaps one of his most obvious achievements, but it was one of the least significant
for of far greater importance was the introduction of large powerful locomotives
from America, the buiiding of larger rolling stock, the reorganisation of the
Islington workshops and the Adelaide railway yards, and the implementation of
a new organisation and administration to take full advantage of these.

For many contemporary West Torrensians, however, Webb’s contribution was
regarded as a negalive one, for in accordance with the Railway Transfer Act of
1927 he sold the two Adelaide-to-Glenelg railway lines to the Municipal Tramways
Trust and both ceased operating as railways in 1929. Extensive plans to inctude
these routes in the metropolitan tramway network had been drawn up in 1927,
but only the South Terrace line was converted for use as an electric tramway
and inaugurated with much fanfare on [4 December 1929. Despite the lobbying
of residents, Council and other groups over succeeding decades, the North Terrace
line, which had never been a particularly popular or profitable venture, was never
re-opened. A select committee had enquired into the proposition in 1930 and in
1938 its re-opening formed a plank of Labor Party policy. It was all to no avail.




















































































































































































THE THIRD TIER OF GOVERNMENT: ¢ 1914-45 185

This period was an important one in the history of the West Torrens Council.
It was a time which had its share of controversies but also a number of
achievements, and it was also a time when the Counctl was one of the most highly
regarded in South Australia, primarily because of the eminence in municipal
matters generally of Vernon Shephard its district clerk.

However, this period was also significant because of the new functions which
the Corporation was called upon ta perform, for the Council was the one factor
which unified a motley collection of villages and communities. 1t helped co-ordinate
the community effort during the world wars and many of the relief programmes
during the Depression. This proved to be a major departure from the activities
which had traditionally been the concern of the Council, but a task which it
handled efficiently and proved to be but a preparation for the enhanced role of
the Council in civic matters in the period following the Second World War.
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CHAPTER NINE

Physical
Transformation:
c. 1945-86

he forty years since the Second World War have seen the completion

of the transformation of West Torrens from a rural district to a suburban

cily, a process which began at the time of the first European settlement

of the area. In this it has reflected the continued development of the
State and the nation, and indeed, some of its leading industries have played a
major part in this larger development.

The immediate post-war period was one of tremendous optimism throughout
Australia and particufarly in South Australia where many of the industrial
initiatives set in train by the Playford government began to bear fruit. Perhaps
nothing symbolised the dawning of a new era quite so much as the production
of the first Holden motor car in 1948, for it canonised the achievements of
Playford’s industrial policy and, in turn, did much to hasten the transformation
of Australian society.

Any number of indicators illustrate the transformation of South Australia in
the years since the Second World War. The total population of the State all but
doubled from the 646,073 of 1947 to 1,285,033 in 198]. In the twenty years
immediately following the war the value of rural production increased from $69.6m
in 1945-46 10 $306.2m in 1967-68, while in the same period the value of factory
production increascd more than twelvefold, from $49.1m 1o $614.9m. But the
effect was evident not only in statistics but also in the new industriai character
of the State, particularly in the development of Whyalla as an industrial town
and part of the industrial triangle with Port Augusta and Port Pirie. Nearer the
capital the change was apparent in the new residential and industrial estates which
were established at Elizabeth to the north of Adelaide, and in the region about
Christies Beach in the south.
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Notes on Sources

When talking to people about this book | went to considerable lengths to
emphasise that this was to be a history of West Torrens, rather than ¢he history,
because. as | said in the introduction, “alt historians build upon the work of others,
and hopefully provide new insights which successors can develop’. [ also said that
it was my hope that many who do not normally read history might be encouraged
by this book to want to find out more about particufar features of West Torrens’
past. It is for reasons such as these that the following notes on sources are provided.

All historians must acknowledge their sources so that others can check them
and their interpretation, and also take matters further if they wish. There are many
references to specific sources which are scattered through the text. However, in
a history such as this I believe that many references to other books and studies
are better left to a separate section. | expect, and certainly hope, that any interested
readers who want to pursue specific matters will find the chapter-by-chapter
discussion of sources to be sufficient for their purposes. However, those few
students who wish (o have even more specific references to matters raised in the
text should refer to copies of the final draft of the book which are held by the
West Torrens Library and the Mortlock Library: these contain footnote references.

Part [—Foundation and Early Development

Chapter I: Foundation and Settlement to c. 1853

Much of the background to this chapter has been provided by the few books
which are concerned with the foundation of South Australia. Chief among these
is Douglas Pike, Paradise of Dissent: South Australia 1829-1857, Longmans,
Melbourne, 1957, but that by Geoffrey Blainey, The Tyranny of Distance: How
Distance Shaped Australia’s History, Sun Books, Melbourne, 1966, was also useful.
Detailed books about South Australia’s foundation included June Philipp, A Grear
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View of Things: Edward Gibbon Wakefield, Nelson, Melbourne, 1971, and
A. Grenfell Price, Founders and Pioneers of South Australia, Mary Martin Books,
Adelaide, 1978. Information about William Light was also obtained from Geoffrey
Dutton, Founder of a City: The Life of Colonel William Light, First Surveyor-
General of the Colony of South Australia: Founder of Adelaide, Seal Books,
Adelaide, 1971, and more particularly from his journals which were reproduced
in Proceedings, Geographical Society of Australasia: South Australia Branch, Vol.
XI. 1910. The experiences of the first settlers were chronicled in Penelope Hope,
The Voyage of the Africaine: a collection of journals, letiers and extracts from
contemporary publications, Heinemann Educational, Australia, Melbourne, 1968,
with other details in Capt. S.A. White, The Life of Samuel White: Soldier,
Naturalist, Sailor (W K. Thomas & Co.), Adelaide, 1920. A modern study of the
original landscape is to be found in Ann Riddle *‘The Vegetation of the Adelaide
Metropolitan Area in 1836°, B.A ., Adelaide, [981. Gould’s comments about the
early landscape came from John Gould, Handbook To The Birds of Ausiralia,
Lansdowne Press, Melbourne, 1972. Comments on Light’s plan of Adelaide can
be found in Andris Zeieman ‘Road Planning and Development in Metropofitan
Adelaide 1836-1978", M.U.R.P. Thesis, University of Adelaide. and also Michael
Williams, The Making of the South Australian Landscape: a study in the historical
geography of Australia, Academic Press, London, 1974. Useful descriptions of
early settlement patterns are to be found in ‘Papers relative to South Australia’
which are held in the South Australian Archives, while details of early occupiers
are to be gleaned from records in the General Records Office (G.R.O.) of the
Department of Lands. An unpublished history of Thebarton has been compiled
by I. Srubjens and is held by the Corporation of Thebarton, while a history of
Plympton by R. Butler has recently been published.

Chapter 2: Local Personalities in Politics to ¢. 1883

Again, much of the general background information for this chapter has been
derived from Pike. op. cit., though the contemporary comments are taken from
the daily Press. All of the official notices which were concerned with the
establishment of the district council are to be found in the South Australian
Government Gazette of the day, and the information about the early deliberations
of the Council are taken from the minute books which are held by the West Torrens
Council. Comments on the early pollution of the River Torrens derive from South
Australian Parliamentary Paper (S.A.PP) 38 of 1875. Many of the early
deliberations of the Council, particularly as they affected W.H. Gray—one-time
chairman—are featured in E. Hasenohr W.H. Gray: A Pioneer Colonist of South
Australia, E. Hasenohr, Adelaide, 1977.

Chapter 3: Physical Development: c. 1853-83

Descriptions of the several villages in the district in 1866 are to be found in
Robert P. Whitworth (ed), Bailliere's South Australian Gazetteer, Adelaide, 1866.
Minutes and proceedings of the Commission of Inquiry into Sanitation comprise
S.A.P.P. 18-1876. The history of the Hardy family has been written by Rosemary
Burden in A Family Tradition, Thomas Hardy & Son, Reynelia, 1978. So. too,
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