
 

 

  
 
 
 

Notice of Committee Meeting 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN in accordance with Sections 87 and 88 of the 
 Local Government Act 1999, that a meeting of the 
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1 MEETING OPENED 
1.1 Evacuation Procedures 
 

2 PRESENT 
 

3 APOLOGIES  
 

4 DISCLOSURE STATEMENTS 
Committee Members are required to: 
 
1. Consider Section 73 and 75 of the Local Government Act 1999 and determine whether they 

have a conflict of interest in any matter to be considered in this Agenda; and 
 

2. Disclose these interests in accordance with the requirements of Sections 74 and 75A of the 
Local Government Act 1999. 
 

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

RECOMMENDATION 
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Civic Non-Prescribed General Committee held on 22 August 
2017 be confirmed as a true and correct record. 
 

6 COMMUNICATION BY THE CHAIRPERSON 
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7 REPORTS OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
7.1 Community Grants August - September 2017 
Brief 
This report presents those community grants applications received since the 22 August 2017 
meeting of the Civic Committee. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The Committee recommends to Council that the distribution of community grants, as detailed in the 
report and attachment, be approved. 
 
 
Introduction 
Council's Community Grants Program provides funding to eligible groups, organisations and 
individuals to support community projects and initiatives that are in line with Council's Community 
Plan. Grant applications are now received all year round rather than in rounds as was the case 
previously. As such, this report presents the fifteen (15) community, equipment, sponsorship grant 
applications received since the last meeting of the Committee in August 2017 (Attachment 1). 
Discussion 
The maximum funding amounts per grant are as follows: 
 
Community Grant $5,000  
Equipment Grant $3,000 
Sponsorships $5,000 
 
The table below details those fifteen (15) applications received since the last meeting of the 
Committee on 22 August 2017, along with the amount requested, whether the group has submitted 
applications previously and the amount of grant recommended by the Administration: 
 

Organisation/Community 
Group Grant Request Requested 

Amount 
Previous 

applications Recommendation 

EQUIPMENT GRANTS 
(Maximum $3,000) 

 
Lockleys Football Club 
Inc. 
Incorporated sporting club. 
Based in Lockleys. 

 
Purchase of 
uniforms to start 
up girl's football 
teams. The total 
cost of the 
uniforms is 
$4831.20. 
 

 
$3,000 

 
$1,250 
received in 
2015  
and  
$1,000 
received in 
2016 for 
"Come and 
Try' 
sessions. 
 

 
$3,000 (maximum 
available) 
 
Located within 
CWT and provides 
services to 
residents of CWT. 

 
St John The Baptist 
School 
Not-for-profit Primary 
School. Based in 
Plympton. 

 
Purchase of a 
mixer and fold-
back speaker for 
music program 
Total cost is 
$3,055 
 

 
$3,000 

 
$1,100 was 
received in 
2016 for 
purchase of 
a drum kit. 

 
$3,000 (maximum 
available) 
 
Located within 
CWT and provides 
services to 
residents of CWT. 
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Organisation/Community 
Group Grant Request Requested 

Amount 
Previous 

applications Recommendation 

 
Western Communities 
Church of Christ Inc. 
Not-for-profit organisation. 
Based in Torrensville. 

 
Purchase of 
barbeque for 
preparing meals 
and community 
events. Total cost 
is $2,466 
 

 
$2,466 

 
Nil 

 
$2,466 (maximum 
available) 
 
Located within 
CWT and provides 
services to 
residents of CWT. 
 

 
West Torrens Baseball 
Club Inc. 
Incorporated sporting club. 
Based in Lockleys. 

 
Purchase of a 
competition T-Ball 
kit and uniform 
shirts. The total 
cost is $1,142. 

 
$1,000 

 
$1,000 
received in 
February 
2016 for 
equipment 
and  
$3,000 
received 
December 
2016 for T-
Ball 
program. 
 

 
$1,142 
 
Located within 
CWT and provides 
services to 
residents of CWT. 
 
 

 
SA Ice Sports Federation 
Inc. 
Incorporated sporting club. 
Based in Thebarton. 

 
Purchase of skates 
for Ice Factor 
Program focussed 
on disadvantaged 
young people from 
Thebarton Senior 
College. Total cost 
is $4,980. 

 
$4,980 

 
Nil 

 
$3,000 (maximum 
available) 
 
Located within 
CWT and 
providing services 
to students from 
College in CWT. 
 

 
SPONSORSHIPS 

(Maximum $5,000) 
 

 
Cooperating Churches 
of West Adelaide Inc. 
Not-for-profit organisation. 
Based in Torrensville. 

 
$4,600 to pay for 
marquees, animal 
nursery, printing of 
booklets and 
stickers for annual 
BACK TO 
BETHLEHEM 
event held in 
Mellor Park on 
1/12/17.  
Estimated 
attendance is 800-
1000 people. 
 

 
$4,600 

 
 
$1,900 was 
received in 
2015 
and 
$3,000 was 
received in 
2016 

 
$4,600  
 
Located within 
CWT and attracts 
many CWT 
residents. 
 
Council also 
provides in-kind 
support to this 
event. 
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Organisation/Community 
Group Grant Request Requested 

Amount 
Previous 

applications Recommendation 

 
Cooperating Churches 
of West Adelaide Inc. 
Not-for-profit organisation. 
Based in Torrensville. 

 
$1,800 to pay for 
Christmas Sleigh, 
flyers, song sheet 
booklets, candles 
and ambulance 
services for annual 
CHRISTMAS 
CAROLS 
FESTIVAL event 
held in Mellor Park 
on 20/12/17. 
Estimated 
attendance is 1000 
people. 
 

 
$1,800 

 
$3,000 was 
received in 
2015 and in 
2016 

 
$1,800  
 
Located within 
CWT and attracts 
many CWT 
residents. 
 
Council also 
provides in-kind 
support to this 
event. 
 

 
Girls Guides SA 
(Plympton/Kurralta Park 
branch) 
Not-for-profit organisation. 
Based in Kurralta Park. 

 
Sponsorship  
Grant 
$1,000 to pay for 
marquee hire, 
acts, food, crafts, 
badges and to 
support members 
with financial 
hardship or 
disabilities at 
INTERNATIONAL 
DAY FOR 
GUIDES SA event 
held in Kurralta 
Park on 29/10/17. 
 

 
$1,000 

 
Nil 

 
$1,000  
 
Located within 
CWT and provides 
services to 
residents of CWT. 

 
Filipina Network of SA 
Not-for-profit organisation. 
Based in Richmond. 

 
Sponsorship 
Grant 
$5,000 to 
subsidise event 
infrastructure such 
as stage, sound 
system, toilets for 
annual 2017 
PHILIPPINE 
FIESTA OF SA 
event held in Kings 
Reserve, 
Torrensville on 
4/11/17.  
Estimated 
attendance is 3000 
people. 
 

 
$5,000 

 
Nil 

 
$5,000 (maximum 
available) 
 
Large cultural 
even located 
within CWT. 
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Organisation/Community 
Group Grant Request Requested 

Amount 
Previous 

applications Recommendation 

 
SA Athletic League - 
Camden Athletic Club 
Community sporting club. 
Based in Novar Gardens. 

 
$5,000 for prize 
money and other 
event costs for 
annual 2018 
CAMDEN 
CLASSIC 
CARNIVAL event 
held being held at 
Immanuel College 
Oval on 3/2/2018.  
Estimated 
attendance is 2000 
people. 

 
$5,000 
 
Additional 
request: 
CWT to 
hold a Civic 
Reception 
to 
celebrate 
30th 
anniversary 
of the 
Camden 
Women's 
Classic 
 

 
$4,500 was 
received in 
2015 
and 
$5,000 was 
received in 
2016 

 
$5,000 (maximum 
available) 
 
Council to 
consider 
additional 
request 
 
 
Located within 
CWT and provides 
services to 
residents of CWT. 

 
COMMUNITY GRANTS  

(Maximum $5,000) 
 
 
Lockleys Children's 
Centre 
Early Childhood 
Development and 
Parenting Centre. 
Based in Lockleys. 

 
Funding towards 
crèche workers as 
part of12 month 
pilot program that 
supports 'at risk' 
parents to 
complete their 
studies.  The total 
cost of the crèche 
workers is $6,880. 
 

 
$5,000 

 
Nil 

 
$5,000 (maximum 
available) 
 
Located within 
CWT and provides 
services to 
residents of CWT. 

 
Plympton International 
College 
Not-for-profit R-12 School. 
Based in Plympton. 

 
Fees and transport 
for students to 
participate in 
Beacon 
Foundation High 
Impact work 
readiness 
program. Total 
cost is $2,750. 
 

 
$1,750 

 
Nil 

 
$1,750  
 
Located within 
CWT and provides 
services to 
residents of CWT. 

 
Lockleys North Primary 
School 
Not-for-profit primary 
school.  
Based in Lockleys North. 

 
Funding towards 
equipment, 
materials, design 
and labour for 
creation of a 
student creative 
environmental hub. 
Total cost is 
$5,225. 

 
$4,725 

 
Nil 

 
$4,725  
 
Located within 
CWT and provides 
services to 
residents of CWT. 
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Organisation/Community 
Group Grant Request Requested 

Amount 
Previous 

applications Recommendation 

 
Adelaide West Uniting 
Church 
Not for Profit organisation. 
Based in Brooklyn Park. 

 
Funding towards 
purchase of art 
materials, planters, 
rocks, fire pit and 
blankets to create 
a shared 
community space 
and to host 
reconciliation 
conversations and 
activities. The total 
cost is $2,968. 
 

 
$2,968 

 
Nil 

 
$2,968 
 
Located within 
CWT and provides 
services to 
residents of CWT. 
 
 

 
Thriving 
Neighbourhoods 
Community Group.  
Based in Cowandilla. 

 
Funding towards 
event items for the 
delivery of 2 
Neighbourhood 
Pop-Up Café 
events to activate 
neighbourhood 
social connections 
in Kurralta Park, 
Marleston and 
Plympton. The 
total cost is 
$7,400. 
 

 
$5,000 

 
Nil 

 
$5,000 (maximum 
available) 
 
Located within 
CWT and provides 
services to 
residents of CWT. 
 
 

TOTALS:  Total 
Sought 

 Total 
Recommended 

 
 

 $51,289  $49,451 
 
The 2017/18 budget for community grants is $121,000. In addition, and subject to Council 
approval, $75k will be carried forward to this financial year, being the budget remaining at the end 
of the 2016/17 financial year. In addition, the $200k which was placed in reserves at the March 
2017 budget review will be brought back into the budget resulting in an overall budget $396k for 
community grants for the 2017/18 financial year. 
 
A total of $11,139 worth of grant funding has been approved since the commencement of the 
2017/18 financial year. The recommended grant approvals in this report total $49,451, if this 
amount is approved the total grant expenditure for 2017/18 so far will be $60,590 leaving a balance 
of (taking into the account the carry forwards) of $335,410 (this will be further reduced by $28,000 
if the Committee approves the use of the community grants budget for the proposed green 
innitiatives program Item 8.1 of this Agenda). 
 
 
Conclusion 
This report presents those community grant, sponsorship and equipment applications, totalling 
$49,451, received since 22 August 2017. 
 
Attachments 
1. CWT Grant Applications August to September 2017    
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8 OUTSTANDING REPORTS / ACTIONS 
8.1 Green Initiatives Rebate Proposal 
 Brief 
This report summarises a proposed Green Initiatives Rebate Program that would incorporate the 
existing 2017/18 Rainwater Tank Rebate Program as well as additional initiatives to encourage the 
uptake of green energy (solar) and other energy efficiencies for households. 
 
RECOMMENDATION(S) 
The Committee recommends to Council that: 
 
1. It approves the introduction of solar panel rebates and energy efficiency rebates for 

households, on a 12 month trial basis, to be operated under an overarching Green 
Initiatives Rebate Program (which would also include the Rainwater Tank Rebate 
Program). 
 

2. The allocation of $28,000 from the Community Grants budget to the Green Initiative 
Rebate Program for the 2017/18 financial year. 
 

3. A review be undertaken at the completion of the trial period, the outcomes of which to be 
reported to the Committee. 

 
 
Introduction 
During the course of the 2016/17 Rainwater Tank Rebate Program Elected Members expressed 
interest in exploring additional green initiative rebates for the community. The positive uptake of the 
rainwater tank rebates by the community suggests there may be strong interest by the community 
to pursue other sustainability initiatives for their homes. 
 
Discussion 
The Community Plan contains community aspirations to reduce our ecological footprint, as well as 
strategies aimed at preparing for and responding to a changing climate. Such strategies include 
reducing carbon emissions, encouraging the community to adopt environmentally friendly 
behaviour and collaborating together to adapt to climate change.   
 
The City is participating in a Western Adelaide Region Climate Change Adaptation partnership to 
facilitate adaptation to climate change, also known as the AdaptWest project.  The project 
highlighted the potential impact of increased temperatures for longer periods of time, as well as 
increased cost of living, reduced liveability of public and private realm, and increased mortality 
rates for vulnerable people. 
 
The Administration's sustainability planning includes a range of climate adaptation projects that:  
 

• Identify strategies to address warmer temperatures and other changing climatic conditions; 
• Map areas of high urban heat and vulnerable communities; and  
• Encourage the use of renewable sources of energy to reduce carbon emissions, reduce the 

depletion of non-renewable natural resources, and to provide financial relief from rising cost 
of traditional energy supplies. 

 
State Government targets for infill development poses a risk to the City's liveability due to the 
potential rise in urban heat generated and increased reliance on energy for home cooling. 
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Rising power costs and the likelihood of increased demand for home cooling in the future will place 
a greater burden on the more vulnerable members of the community who may struggle to cope 
physically, mentally and financially. Similarly, increased power needs will place greater demand on 
our declining natural resources which are likely to have significant impacts on future generations. 
 
Council's long term vision to reduce carbon emissions is leading more people to consider the 
benefits of using energy efficient devices and adopting renewable sources of energy generation, 
such as solar power. 
 
The use of renewable sources of energy such as solar can help reduce ongoing home energy 
costs, reduce carbon emissions, as well as reduce the exploitation of natural resources. The 
adoption of energy efficiency measures, such as energy efficient lighting, can help reduce the 
demand for power and thereby reducing the financial burden for households as well as helping to 
protect our environment. 
 
The Proposed Green Initiatives Rebate Scheme 
 
It is proposed that a Green Initiatives Rebate Program (Program) be established, which would 
include the rebates currently being offered for rainwater tanks, as well as rebates for other green 
initiatives such as solar power and energy efficient devices and appliances in homes.   
 
The current rainwater tank rebate budget is $10,000 for the 2017/18 financial year and additional 
green initiatives would require additional funding. 
 
The Program would provide rebates for solar panels and other energy efficiencies in households, 
some of which may not be invented yet. This would provide valuable assistance in addressing 
households' rising power costs and energy demand, assist the community to adapt to climate 
change, help protect natural resources and support the City's environmental sustainability 
programs. 
 
Rebates would only be available to residential properties within the City's area and applicants may 
be residents, landlords and tenants of these premises. 
 
The proposed rebates, summarised below, are of a scale suitable for the needs of typical 
households and the benefits can be measured and reported on by the Administration. The rebates 
would be administered by the Administration through the 'SmartyGrants' system.  
 
1. Solar Panel Rebate (1.5kW up to 5kW systems) 
 

The Proposed Rebate  
 
It is proposed that rebates be offered to assist with the installation cost of Solar Photovoltaic 
(PV) Systems, ranging in capacity from 1.5 kW to 5 kW.  It is further proposed that rebates start 
at $500, up to a maximum of $1,150 depending on the size of the system as described below:  
 
Rebate pricing structure 
 
To achieve greater carbon emission reductions, equity and fairness, it is proposed that the 
rebates be offered on a sliding price scale based on the capacity of the PV system. This scaled 
approach provides a financial incentive to install larger systems which in turn helps achieve 
greater reductions in carbon emissions and thereby reducing household energy costs over 
time.  
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The proposed rebate pricing structure is outlined below: 
 

System *Rebate Concession card holders 
1.5 kW $500 $650 
2 kW $600 $750 
3 kW $700 $850 
4 kW $900 $1050 
5 kW $1000 $1150 

*The rebates reflect an approximate 20% discount on market prices 
 
Eligibility 
 
Rebates will be offered on the installed cost of solar panels on residential properties situated 
within the City of West Torrens area.  
 
The rebate is limited to a maximum of 1 rebate per electricity meter (National Meter Identifier – 
NMI). 
 
The rebate will be available to residents, landlords and tenants. Commonwealth concession 
card holders will be offered a higher financial rebate.  
 
If a tenant is applying for reimbursement, a letter of permission from their landlord must be 
provided with their application to be eligible for the rebate. Applications for strata title residential 
properties must include written proof of approval for the installation by the body corporate.  
 
Rebates are not available for installations completed prior to 30 June 2017. 
 
Rebates will be applied to the up-front, out-of-pocket installation cost incurred by the owner or 
occupier of the premise, after all other incentives, grants, rebates and discounts received have 
been deducted 
 
Solar panels must be installed by an appropriately licensed installer and be installed and 
maintained in accordance with any relevant guidelines and in a manner which does not pose 
risks to the health or welfare of any person. 
 
The following evidence must be provided with the application: 
 

 An Electrical Certificate of Compliance signed by the licensed electrical contractor 
undertaking the installation detailing the work that has been completed; 

 A tax invoice and evidence of payment completed by the licensed installer, such as a 
receipt is to be provided. 

 
The Solar PV system must be a permanent fixture to the premises and cannot be removed 
without prior consent of Council for a period of 5 years from the date of the payment of the 
rebate. Council reserves the right to require reimbursement from the applicant if the system is 
removed within this period. Verification of the system during this time period will be required, 
such as an annual photograph of the system provided to council, or by staff site inspections.  
 
The applicant acknowledges and agrees that the City of West Torrens accepts no liability in 
respect of any claim, cause of actions, loss or damage arising out of, or in relation to, any 
device purchased or service procured under the rebate program. 
 
Applications will be processed on a first come first serve basis until all funding is exhausted. 
Funding is subject to Council’s annual budget processes and accordingly the funding is limited. 
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Development approval fees 
 
To further encourage people to apply, it is proposed that any Council development application 
fees that may otherwise be applicable to the applicant installing the solar panels would be 
waived, allowable under section 39(4)(c) of the Development Act 1993. In addition, rebate 
assistance would also be offered towards the payment of any State Heritage referral fees by 
the applicant (if these are applicable), up to maximum of $400. 
 
Risk based approach  
A risk based approach has been used to develop the Solar Panel Rebate program.  
 
The risk assessment is summarised below to outline the potential risks and mitigation 
strategies: 
 

Risk 
description Likelihood Consequences Risk 

Analysis Mitigation Residual 
Risk 

Applicants use 
an inflated cost 
of their system 
(on paper) to 
maximise the 
rebate 

Unlikely Minor  Low • Requirements 
for tax 
invoice/tax 
receipt  

• Apply a sliding 
scale based on 
installation size 
 

Low 

Fraudulent 
transactions 

Rare  Moderate  Moderate • Tax invoice to 
be provided 
along with 
evidence of 
payment 
(payment 
receipt) 
 

Low 

Poor quality 
tradesman 
ship/ injury or 
death 

Unlikely  Extreme Extreme • Minimum quality 
of installations, 
requirement to 
use Clean 
Energy Council 
(CEC) 
accredited 
installers 
 

Low 

Failure to 
recognise state 
heritage issues 
or other 
development 
assessment 
issues 

Unlikely  Minor Low • Development 
approvals 
considered as 
part of the 
application form 
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Failure to 
recognise 
tenancy or 
strata title 
approvals  

Unlikely  Major  High • Evidence of 
approvals from 
home owner to 
install solar 
panels must be 
provided (e.g. 
approval from 
landlord or 
strata 
management 
corporation, 
landlord to 
provide tenancy 
agreement)  
 

Low 

Failure to 
install system 

Rare Moderate Moderate • Receipt for 
supply and 
installation 

• Electrical 
certificate of 
compliance 
must show the 
installation 
address 

• Inspection 
program (drive 
by/ view google 
maps every few 
years) 
 

Low 

 
 
Funding for the Rebate 
 
It is estimated that $20,000 is required for the solar panel rebate program per annum. This 
amount is based on the offering up to $1,000 per applicant (the 5kW system), based on 18 
successful applications, as well as offering up to a maximum of $400 per applicant towards the 
cost of any development approval fees (i.e. Council's development application fee and/or State 
Heritage referral fee), based on 5 applications incurring such costs. 
 
The proposed green initiative rebates for solar panels is currently unfunded. However, for the 
2017/18 financial year there is $396k in the budget for community grants therefor an option 
available to the Committee is that the $20k be funded via Council's community grants program. 
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2. Energy Efficiency Rebates  
 
The Proposed Rebate  
 
It is suggested that rebates be made available to residents for out of pocket expenses incurred 
by purchasing energy efficiency measures through the state government's Retailer Energy 
Efficiency Scheme (the REES program). The REES program, through participating energy 
retailers, offers households free and discounted energy efficiency activities, such as home 
energy audits and energy efficient devices and appliances. 
 
The rebates may encourage households to participate in the REES program and become more 
energy efficient in their homes. The rebate would help residents reduce any out-of-pocket 
expenses associated with installing energy efficiencies appliances/devices.  
 
Rebates would only be available for out-of-pocket expenses after all REES discounts have 
been applied. 
 
Linking this rebate with the REES program assists the Administration in administrating the 
rebate program as applicants would first need to demonstrate participation and compliance 
with the REES program in order to satisfy eligibility criteria for Council's rebate program. 
 
Proposed Eligibility Criteria 
 
It is proposed that the rebate be available to participants of the REES program for the 
installation/adoption of energy efficient devices/appliances in residential properties that are 
situated within the City of West Torrens. 
 
Applicants would need to demonstrate their participation and compliance with the REES 
program in order to be eligible for the rebate program, such as an itemised invoice and 
payment receipt. 
 
Rebates will not available for the installation/adoption of energy efficient devices/appliances 
that occurred prior to 30 June 2017. 
 
Funding for the Rebate 
 
It is estimated that $8,000 is required for the energy efficiencies rebate. This amount is based 
on offering up to $400 per applicant towards the cost of any out-of-pocket expenses (after any 
REES program discounts have been made), based on 20 successful applications received.  
 
The proposed green initiatives rebates for energy efficiencies is currently unfunded. It is 
proposed to seek approval to allocate community grants funding to the Green Initiatives Rebate 
Program. 
 
Rebate review process  
 
It is proposed that the solar panel rebate and the energy efficiencies rebate be offered on a trial 
basis, for a nominal duration of 12 months. A review of the Program's success could then be 
undertaken and include information such as the number of applications received, the amount of 
alternative energy used, the reduction in carbon emissions, and the reduction in energy 
demand in homes.  This would result in a report back to the Committee on the effectiveness of 
the Program and whether it should continue into future years. 
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Community Awareness  
 
Awareness raising amongst the community of the new rebates is important and this would be 
undertaken via Council's existing promotional vehicles e.g. website, social media, greening 
newsletters, posters and banners and local newspapers etc. 

 
 
Conclusion 
A Green Initiatives Rebate Program is proposed to introduce rebates that encourage the 
installation of solar panels and the adoption of energy efficiencies for households in the City area. 
 
Building upon the success of Council's Rainwater Tank Rebate Program, the proposed Program 
provides an opportunity to support aspirations outlined in Council's Community Plan, as well as 
supporting the sustainability planning being undertaken by the Administration and build upon the 
success of the ongoing rainwater tank rebate program. 
 
The existing rainwater tank rebates would continue as it currently is, but could also be placed 
under the overall banner of the Green Initiatives Rebate Program. No other changes to this 
program is intended. 
 
As the proposal is unfunded, it is recommended that $28k of the community grants budget 
(currently $396k) be allocated to the Green Initiatives Rebate Program and the Program be 
implemented on a trial basis for a period of 12 months following which a review will be undertaken 
and a report back to the Committee recommending whether to continue or cease the Program. 
 
 

Attachments 
Nil  
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9 OTHER BUSINESS  
 

10 CONFIDENTIAL    
Nil  
 

11 NEXT MEETING 
27 February 2018, 6.00pm in the Mayor's Reception Room. 
 

12 MEETING CLOSE 
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